
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2 
He 

cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 

every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 

be even more fruitful. 
3 
You are already clean because of 

the word I have spoken to you. 
4 
Remain in me, and I will 

remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 

remain in me. 

5 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 

in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me 

you can do nothing. 
6 
If anyone does not remain in me, he 

is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 

branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
7 

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 
8 
This is to my 

Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples.   John 15:1-8 

 

 

Though we might not always like it, the rain that we 

receive in this unique corner of the United States 

produces some amazing results. In most places, it is said 

that April showers bring May flowers. Well, here in this 

marine climate, November-June showers produce results 

that can be seen for most of the year. A short drive from 

home allows you to see miles and miles of beautiful 

tulips. Venture over to the peninsula and you can see the 

wonders of the continental United States’ only rainforest. 

The beauty is all around us. I look out my office window 

at home and I can’t even see the tops of the immense trees 

in my yard. In my neighbor’s backyard garden are 

massive rhododendrons in full bloom. Host a visitor from 

any place where they experience winter, and they will be 

sure to comment on how green and lush our home is, even 

in the “winter” months. However, if you have a yard at 

home, you know that the rapid growth of vegetation can 

quickly get away from you if not kept in constant check. 

Trees and plants seem to double in size overnight. The 

grass is long again the day after mowing. A blackberry 

vine is nowhere to be seen one day and everywhere the 

next. Perhaps, more than most, we can appreciate the 

metaphorical job that Jesus assigns to his Father in 

today’s Gospel lesson. There Jesus said, “I am the true 

vine and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 

branch that does not bear fruit, while every branch that 

does bear fruit, he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful.” As branches attached to the Vine, the Father 

prunes and feeds us in a very special way.  

At the Seminary in Wisconsin, I worked for a 

landscaping company as a lawnmower. Occasionally, I 

would also become the arborist as well. That job was 

always interesting. I would come to houses that were very 

old and it was clear that the trees and shrubbery had 

rarely, if ever, been trimmed. It would be so overgrown 

that you could barely see homes behind massive trees. 

Windows would be covered by sprawling bushes. How 

could these homeowners allow things to get so 

overgrown? Well, it was a slow process that took many 

years. Those trees and plants would grow in a subtle way, 

slowly taking over a house instead of framing in beauty. 

Ultimately, it would get to a place where the homeowner 

was overwhelmed, but they just looked at this takeover as 

if it was supposed to be that way. 

As we think about life, it is very easy to see the 

correlation. So often, for so many, life becomes 

overgrown. Long gone are the adolescent days when we 

only had to worry about waking up in the morning, 

getting ourselves to school and maybe worrying about one 

assignment that was due. Think about all of the 

responsibilities that are on your plate each and every day. 

Think of all the roles that you have been given in life and 

carry out in a given week. Perhaps you are husband or 

wife, father or mother, employee, handyman, yard 

caretaker, tutor, accountant, chauffer, scheduler, cleaner, 

launderer, cook, shopper. Scroll through your daily 

calendar and take in all that you have to accomplish and 

take care of in the week ahead. Now, as you think about 

your roles, let me ask you, “Do you list Christian as one 

of them?” As you think about your full schedule and all 

that you have to accomplish, are Bible Study and Prayer 

among the activities that make the list? Whether you are a 

single person on your own, or a grandparent enjoying 

retirement, or a parent managing a household, life can get 

overgrown. And certainly, it can get overgrown with 

some pretty important and necessary things. But that 

overgrowth can happen in such a way that we don’t even 

notice what it is blocking. Our relationship with Christ, 

which is meant to be the beautiful centerpiece in our lives, 

is instead something that can barely be seen through 

everything else that sprouts up in life. 

And when things get overgrown, pruning 

becomes a necessity. As I would go to work on a person’s 

yard, the reactions were always the same. Inevitably, the 

homeowner would look on closely to see what I was 

doing. Every snip with my lopper brought a cringe, the 

arrival of the hedge trimmer was accompanied by a 

worried request, “Please don’t take too much off.” On the 

occasions when an overgrown tree meant the chainsaw 

would be fired up, there was often shear horror that came 
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with it. For whatever reason, people had a difficult time 

understanding how much often needed to be trimmed 

away to get things back in order. It was very often a 

difficult process for them to watch, but it didn’t change 

the necessity, importance, or process of pruning. 

So too, pruning is often a necessity in life. When 

life gets too full, when life becomes overgrown by 

everything in it, when the most important object in life 

gets lost, things need to get trimmed back and cut away. It 

can be a difficult job to take an honest look at our lives 

and realize that there are times when seemingly important 

things need to be cut away. Perhaps it is a favorite hobby 

that needs to be done away with so that Sunday morning 

attendance can become more regular. Maybe it is a child’s 

activity that needs to be cut so that there is time in the 

evening to have family devotions together. Possibly, it 

could mean telling your demanding boss that you can’t 

work that extra hour of overtime so that you can make it 

to a midweek Bible study. Those are difficult cuts to 

make. And how often don’t we decide that it would be 

easier to not make them at all? The overgrowth is 

something that we can deal with. The numerous cares and 

activities are just a part of life and sometimes it means 

that our time is not spent in the most ideal ways that 

benefit our relationship with Christ. It is just how it is.  

However, when we don’t keep our lives in order, 

often God has to come and do the pruning for us. And that 

can sometimes come in painful ways. A health scare that 

threatens our time with family is difficult to process. A 

cutback in hours that threatens financially is painful to 

take in. The difficulty of those situations can lead us to 

question what God the Gardner is doing. As God takes 

things away from us, it hurts. “Why are you cutting me 

there, God?” “That is an important part of my life, don’t 

take that away, God!” “God, surely you are taking too 

much from me!” Each snip that he makes brings pain. 

Because God prunes through the trials, it can be 

very difficult to understand exactly what is happening. 

And that is precisely what makes the other work that our 

Gardener does so important.  

Whenever, I would leave a house after spending 

hours cutting and trimming, I would encourage the 

owners to spend time watering the plants that I had just 

trimmed. In many ways, those trees were in shock. They 

had parts removed. They were now in recovery. With less 

branches and leaves, they needed to be fed more than 

usual. If they received extra care as they healed, they 

would come out of pruning stronger than before.  

When God prunes our lives, he also seeks to feed 

us through his Word as well. A life which God is shaping 

needs to be watered by the Word. Without the Word, we 

are never going to understand why those painful snips and 

cuts are occurring. If we are not fed by God’s Word, the 

painful pruning is only painful and nothing more. The 

faith of a person that has been trimmed and cut in painful 

ways will wither out and die unless the Word is there to 

feed in recovery. The Word of God tells us exactly what 

God is seeking to accomplish when he takes things away 

from us in life. Jesus tells us clearly that God prunes so 

that you will be more fruitful. Pruning takes things away, 

but it is time in the Word that prevents damage from 

taking place. Pruning makes the room, but time in the 

Word enables the continued growth to occur. Pruning and 

feeding go hand in hand, ensuring beautiful, fruitful 

results. Your life will show God’s care in every way.  

My favorite part of those tree-trimming days was 

always the end. The end meant that you could step back 

into the street with the owners and look at the 

transformation that had taken place. Every time, those 

once apprehensive people would be shocked by the 

difference that the pruning had made. They were able to 

see their homes in a very different way.  

As we close today, I will finish by making this 

promise to you: If you make Bible Study a priority in 

your everyday life, I guarantee that you will be blown 

away by the results that God enables you to see. There 

will be beautiful results as God feeds the work which he 

has been pruning. The product is a view in which you are 

able to see what is truly important. The product is a plant 

that produces to its full potential. It is never easy. It is 

always time-consuming. But the end result is absolutely 

worth it. 

 

          

 

 

 

 


